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Year 9s Shine
In Community
The Geraldton Academy had a great couple of days in Week 1 with a group of our Year 9s, selected as a focus
group due to low attendance and engagement in Term 1.
It never ceases to amaze me how
some of our most disengaged and at
risk young men, when put in a
surrounding which requires them to
stand on their own two feet and at
times
break
through
the
uncomfortable feeling they have, that
they can come out shining and
bristling with confidence.
Well that?s what we had with these
fellas. The theme of the two days
was getting to feel how much of a
positive impact they can have on
people rather than a negative one in
the classroom. We visited Holland
Street School, which is a school for
children with varying levels of
disability. Here the boys sat in the
classrooms and joined in with
activities, interacting with the kids.
We then went outside where the
boys joined in with soccer and
football activities, at times paring off
with the kids to help them out. To
finish off they helped serve up a
sausage sizzle to the kids and
teachers. One of the boys was so
good he would be offered a job if
they could take him. Following that
the boys enjoyed a surfing lesson to
top the day off.
The following day we went to
Northampton with the same group of
boys to help with the clean-up after a
cyclone ravaged the community. We
spent the morning helping an old
farmer clear the fence line and
another property which had pieces of
tin that was thrown all over the
orchard. Again true Clontarf spirit
was shown with all the boys chipping
in, saving each property about a
weeks worth of work.
A great few days away and the boys
came away excited about helping out
and wanting more interactions like
we had at Holland Street. Weekly
interactions are now being arranged
to continue this positive outcome.

