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PRINCIPAL'S FOREWORD

Planning for your future is a challenging task as it is the time to choose a 
program of study that suits your interests and ambitions over two years. 
The program you select should allow you to move to your destination after 
school and prepare you for further study, qualification, employment and/or 
training. 

Geraldton Senior High School has an acknowledged reputation for providing a wide range of
programs that are relevant and meaningful to a diverse student population. Several of our
programs feature long-standing partnerships with the Central Regional TAFE, training agencies
and the broader business community. We continue to develop programs and pathways that
are consistent with the expectations of the School Curriculum and Standards Authority
(SCSA), enabling you to achieve a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) over the
two years. 

We provide you with pathways that lead to you achieving an Australian Tertiary Admissions
Rank (ATAR) and/or an Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) Certificate 2 or higher
qualification. Our range of programs and courses offer opportunities for all students to
prepare for either university entry, further training, or employment.

This handbook contains information to help you decide which direction to take in Senior
School. There are many options, and you need to consider the course details carefully and be
prepared to seek advice and have discussions with parents/carers, counsellors, teachers,
friends and others. As a senior high school, we continue to develop an ethos that is
appropriate to meet the needs of young adults. You are expected to take greater
responsibility for your decisions. WACE programs feature increased rigour and require you to
increasingly become self-directed in your study and organisation. Sound time management
and sensible decision-making about work-life balance will be constants throughout your time
at Geraldton Senior High School.

We provide a supportive environment with opportunities for you to acquire the knowledge,
skills and values which will empower you to realise your potential and achieve your goals. We
are committed to ensuring you are given the best possible opportunity to achieve the
outcomes you seek in whichever pathway you choose.

I welcome you to Geraldton Senior High School and ask that you reflect often on our motto
“The Seeker Finds.” All of us at the school look forward to your contribution to our school
community.

Emma Walker
Principal
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CHOICES IN SENIOR SCHOOLING

MUST BE IN  AN 
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 OR EMPLOYMENT

PLANNING TO
 LEAVE SCHOOL

YES  
(MUST SEEK APPROVAL)

PLANNING TO
CONTINUE 

SCHOOLING?

Year 10 Student



your INTERESTS
your ACADEMIC RESULTS
your INTENTIONS
your ATTITUDE, BEHAVIOUR AND EFFORT

Most Year 10 students will return to Geraldton Senior High School and
study for two more years, completing studies at the end of 2024. The
school expects all students to choose an appropriate Year 11 pathway, as
that provides the foundation for future success. 

You must wisely consider choices. As you plan your course selection
and pathway, you must consider:

This handbook provides a summary of all Year 11 courses that are held at
the school. In addition students can apply to attend a Vocational
Education Delivered to Secondary Students (VETDSS) course at Central
Regional TAFE. These will be outlined in a separate book provided by
TAFE. 

Please Note:
Some courses may not run due to insufficient numbers of students
selecting that course. The school is required to work within the allocated
staffing budget and reserves the right to determine which course will
run. The term 'course" includes Certificates.

Any students who do not wish to return to school will need to seek
approval by initially completing a 2022 Notification of Intention to Leave
School Form. This can be obtained from the Pathways office in the
Library or downloaded from the school website.

Parents are an important part of this process as they provide the biggest
single influence in a student’s choice of direction.  Students will be
looking for guidance and support in making informed choices and
parents are asked to be active participants in information sessions,
counseling and any interviews. 
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Advice and information about school pathways and courses are also
available from  individual Course Counsellors, Deputy Principals, Heads of
Learning Area, Pathways, Careers and Transitions staff and HASS
teachers.

YEAR 10-WHATS NEXT?

Advice



As part of the course counselling process, students attend an interview with a
school Course Counsellor.  Parents are welcome to attend and will be able to
select an appropriate time via the booking system in SSO if the scheduled time
is unsuitable.

Parents and students are encouraged to familiarise themselves with
pathways on offer that will best fit their ability, future career and further
study aspirations. Links to these resources can be found under the Subject
Selection Banner on the school website.
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Through HASS classes students will explore the My Future website and Career
Tools. They will complete a career exploration workbook. Some helpful hints
for parents have been published by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry
WA, which can be accessed via their website: hhtps;//cciwa.com/

Subject Selection Online (SSO) will open at the end of Term 2 for students to
make selections. Detailed information will be emailed home to parents and
students with 'How to guides' made available.

Career
Exploration

Pathways

Course
Selections

Course 
selection

 Interviews

COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

https://cciwa.com/


Are you looking to find great information on careers all in one place – Welcome to the Geraldton Senior
High School Careers Website. You can use this site to locate University, TAFE and any other type of
courses across Australia, get information on the WACE, search for job vacancies and much more. There
is information to help parents as well as a student secure area that can help you write a resume, cover
letter and more. Students are able to keep their explorations all together in the STUDENT SECURE AREA.
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“My Future” 
www.myfuture.edu.au

Jobs and Skills WA”
www.jobsandskills.wa.gov.au/care
er-exploration

Visit the schools website: www.geraldtonshs.wa.edu.au 
Or log in directly at https://geraldtonseniorcareers.com/

CAREER TOOLS

Career tools to research various occupations



A student who achieves Band 8 or above in the reading, writing or numeracy component of the Year
9 NAPLAN, will be considered to have pre-qualified for that component. 

The OLNA has three components – reading, writing and numeracy. 

It is compulsory for students to sit the numeracy, reading and writing components in Semester 1 of
Year 10.
 
If students do not meet the standard in Semester 1, then they must sit in Semester 2 of Year 10. 

If required, students will have up to six opportunities (in March and September of each year) before
completing Year 12, to demonstrate the WACE minimum standard of literacy and numeracy. 
Students will be required to satisfy all three components of the OLNA in order to demonstrate the
minimum WACE literacy standard. 
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A writing component
comprising a written
response up to 600
words in 60 minutes.

A reading component
comprising 45 multiple
choice questions in 50
minutes.

A numeracy component
comprising 45 multiple
choice questions in 50
minutes.

ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT (OLNA)
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achievement of WACE requirements
achievement of literacy (reading and writing) standard
achievement of numeracy standard
achievement of exhibitions and awards
school grades, school marks, and combined scores in ATAR units
school grades and school marks in General and Foundation units
completed Preliminary units
completed VET industry specific units
successfully completed VET qualifications and VET units of competency
successfully completed endorsed programs
number of community service hours undertaken (if reported by the
school).

The School Curriculum and Standards Authority is the governing body in
Western Australia responsible for all courses; it will issue two documents for
students: 
 
Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA)

The Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA) will be
issued to all Year 12 students at the end of their secondary schooling.  It will
formally record all of the courses or programs of study they have undertaken
with their achievements. 
As a record of student achievement, it lists as appropriate:

complete one of three-course combination options
complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses* OR 
complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent OR
complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in combination with ATAR, General or
Foundation courses

demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards
meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study
meet the achievement standard.  

Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) will be issued to Year 12 students who meet the
specified requirements.  By achieving the WACE, the student demonstrates to potential employers,
training organisations or tertiary institutions that work completed during Years 11 and 12 has met a
national standard. 
Students must:
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CERTIFICATION  OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN STATEMENT OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT (WASSA)
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One pair of units completed in Year 12 from each of 

10 units or the equivalent at Year 12
Two Year 11 units from an English course and 
One pair of Year 12 units from an English course

Completion of a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent. 
This requirement must include at least:

         List A (arts/languages/social sciences) and 
         List B (mathematics/science/technology).

Achievement of at least 14 C grades or higher in Year 11 and 12 units,
with a minimum of six C grades or the equivalent at Year 12.
Students completing a Certificate II or higher will reduce the number
of C grades or higher required to 10, with a minimum of six C grades
at Year 12

Completion of at least four units of an English course post-Year 10
and studied over at least two years.
Demonstration of the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy.
The literacy and numeracy standard can be met either through the
Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) or by achieving
Band 8 or above in the associated components of reading, writing,
or numeracy in the Year 9 NAPLAN assessments.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

Breadth and
Depth
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Achievement
Standard

Literacy and
Numeracy



are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (the Authority)
are used by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) to calculate a student’s Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR).   

have a course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA
receive an ATAR course report 
have the pair of units completed in that year contribute towards any of the WACE requirements. 

 These courses:

There are written examinations for all ATAR courses. There are practical examinations for some ATAR
courses. Students must complete both examinations in these courses. Students enrolled in a Year 12
ATAR course pair of units are required to sit the written and, if the course has one, practical
examination. 
Students who do not sit the examination will not: 

are not externally examined 
have an externally set task (EST) which is set by the Authority in Semester One of Year 12
are designed for students who are typically aiming to enter further vocationally based training or the
workforce directly from school

students can enrol in more than one context in each course with defined contexts, but only a
maximum of four units will count towards WACE requirements. 
Students wanting to do both photography and graphics will have to speak to a career counsellor
about their future studies and career plans.

students can enrol in, and gain credit towards the WACE in both Wood and Metals contexts; 
however, students may not enrol in both the Metals and the Metals (Jewellery) course.

 These courses:

Some General courses have defined contexts.  These courses are Design:  Graphics or Photography and
Materials Design and Technology:  Metals or Wood.

For Design:  

For Materials Design and Technology:  
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TYPES OF COURSES

GENERAL COURSES

ATAR COURSES
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WACE
Courses

Vocational
Educational

Qualifications

ATAR

GENERAL

FOUNDATION

PRELIMIARY



As part of the minimum WACE requirements, a student may complete a Certificate II or higher in
combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses.
Studying VET can provide up to eight units towards the number of course units students need to
complete to achieve their WACE.
Students will typically enrol in four or five additional ATAR, General or Foundation courses to meet
the WACE requirements.

VET qualifications are for students wishing to participate in nationally recognised training; they are
governed by the Australian Quality Training Framework (AQTF) and may contribute to direct university
entrance eligibility (Minimum of Certificate IV).  
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focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical work‐related experience and personal
skills 
are not an alternative senior secondary pathway 
are for students who have not been able to demonstrate the minimum standard for literacy and/or
numeracy before Year 11 and who require significant support
have an externally set task (EST) set by the Authority

These courses:

 learning difficulty and/or an intellectual disability, and
 recognised disability under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992. 

The Authority provides Preliminary courses for students who have been identified as having a:

Preliminary courses do not contribute to the WACE, but a student doing Preliminary courses may also
undertake studies that do contribute to the WACE.

FOUNDATION COURSES

PRELIMINARY COURSES

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET) QUALIFICATIONS
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contribute towards the breadth and depth requirement and the achievement standard
requirement of the WACE
count as a maximum of four-unit equivalents towards the WACE – two-unit equivalents in Year 11
and two-unit equivalents in Year 12.

Examples can include, Cadet training,  Surf Life Saving, Music Examinations, Open Water Diving, 
 Leeuwin Voyages, and many more 
The list of endorsed programs is available on the SCSA Authority website. Years 11 and 12 
 provider-developed endorsed programs (scsa.wa.edu.au)
Students need to provide the school evidence of completion eg a certificate if it is not done as
part of the school program. 

Endorsed programs can be used to:

Types of Endorsed Programs
Provider Developed Programs 

ENDORSED PROGRAMS AND THE WACE

Administration and Management is an Authority-developed endorsed program that enables a student to
be recognised for the significant learning encompassed within activities such as representation on
youth advisory committees, recreational or sporting club management, production of the school
magazine or yearbook, events management (e.g. school ball, netball carnival, Blue Light Disco), school
council and executive officer duties on school and/or community committees (e.g. National Youth
Committee, hockey club secretary).

This is an endorsed program that enables a student engaged in community arts activities involving
dance, drama, media, music and/or visual arts to be recognised for the significant learning
encompassed within such activities. This program requires that a student is provided with opportunities
to develop art skills and techniques that culminate in a performance or production. Typically a student
would participate in some form of lessons, classes, or activities, maintain a regular practice routine,
develop a performance repertoire, attend rehearsals and perform for an audience/s. Examples include
student involvement with amateur theatre companies, dance school concerts, exhibitions or showcases
and community choirs.

The program requires that a student commits a minimum of 110 hours to the development of technical
skills and knowledge of a specific sport through sports development programs such as those provided
by the WA Institute of Sport, sporting associations’ sports programs, and state or national development
squads. Typically, a student would have been through a selection process and identified as gifted or
talented in a particular sport. The program must involve one or a series of sports performances or
competitions at a state level or higher. The program will also develop personal qualities such as
commitment and discipline while building on a range of interpersonal skills.

Administration and Management

Community Arts Performance

Elite Sports Performance

Authority Developed Programs can be part of a schools timetable or done outside of school.  A brief
description of these programs is found here.

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs/provider-developed-endorsed-programs
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https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs/provider-developed-endorsed-programs
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ENDORSED

Music Performance Ensemble is an Authority-developed endorsed program that enables a student to
be recognised for the significant learning gained through performing in a music ensemble. The program
requires that a student participates in some form of music lesson or instruction, maintains a regular
practice routine, develops a repertoire of performance pieces, attends rehearsals, and performs for an
audience/s, which may include eisteddfods, festivals, school productions, rock performances,
lunchtime concerts, busking, school or community choirs, bands, orchestras, rock groups or similar.
The program enables a student to develop performance, interpretation, technique and improvisation
skills, performance protocols and etiquette, ensemble skills and knowledge and understanding of
his/her instrument through engagement in a variety of performances.

It is designed to recognise the significant learning demonstrated by a student who participates in an
extended excursion or off-campus experiences such as a study tour to another country, participation
in a sporting event such as Country Week or an interstate educational tour. The off-campus
component of the program must be of at least five days duration and the amount of time spent on
pre- and post-trip activities must total at least 5 hours.

This is an endorsed program that enables a student engaged in a recreational activity to be recognised
for the significant learning encompassed within such activities. The recreational pursuit must involve a
series of lessons, classes, or activities for the achievement of a common goal or set of learning
outcomes. Typically, a student would be involved in a club, organisation or association where
opportunities are provided for the development of technical and specialist skills and knowledge.

To complete this endorsed program, a student works in one or more real workplace/s to develop a set
of transferable workplace skills. The student must record the number of hours completed and the
tasks undertaken in the workplace in the Authority’s Workplace Learning Logbook. The student must
also provide evidence of his/her knowledge and understanding of workplace skills by completing the
Authority’s Workplace Learning Skills Journal after every 55 hours completed in the workplace.

This is a 55-hour program in which a student must undertake at least 50 hours of community service and
up to five hours of induction and reflection. A student can participate and engage in one or more
community service activities to build on knowledge and understanding and develop abilities, skills and/or
techniques.

Music Performance Ensemble

Off Campus Enrichment Program

Recreational Pursuits

Workplace Learning

Community Service
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Previous performance in NAPLAN 
Performance in Year 10 Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment  (OLNA) 
Performance in Lower School as it has been shown that there is a relationship between
performance in relevant Lower School subjects and performance in the related Senior School
Courses; many Senior School courses require a certain level of background knowledge. It has been
shown that students without this background struggle to achieve reasonable results

Consider your further study options. 
Does your career or area of vocational interest require further study or training?

Ability
You must be realistic when choosing courses. There is no point in choosing courses that are beyond
your ability. As important as it is to choose courses that will allow entry into your chosen career, you
must also choose courses in which you will have a realistic chance of success. There are a number of
indicators that you can make use of in assessing how you will cope with certain Senior 
School Courses:

Homework/Study Commitments 
Before students decide on which type of course to study, they need to consider the type of
commitment they are able to give out of school hours.  Students studying ATAR courses should
commit to a minimum of three hours per course per week, each and every week.  That means if a
student is studying FIVE university pathway courses, they need to dedicate a minimum of 15 hours to
homework and/or study per week. 

 Choose six courses plus two reserves. (Exception: Senior Engagement Programs - STEP, Warlugurra 

 Walgamanyulu - select program only)

 You must select an English course. 

 You must select a Mathematics course. 

 University pathway students must pick a minimum of 4 ATAR courses - see pg 19-20   

 Mathematics Specialist students must also select Mathematics Methods. 

 Students studying Foundation courses (OLNA Cat 1 or 2) must also plan to select a VET certificate

Select at least one course from List A and List B subjects. 

ATAR courses have prerequisites that you need to meet.

Courses may not run if there are insufficient numbers

VETDSS courses need an additional application - see pg 72

 Which Courses Must I Choose?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR PATHWAY
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Students are required to have at least one course from List A and List B courses.

LIST A (Arts/Languages/Social Science)
Dance                        Drama                Modern History              Visual Arts
English                       Geography          Music                           Aboriginal Interculture

LIST B (Mathematics/Science/Technology)
Applied Information Technology                          
Automotive Engineering and Technology
Building and Construction
Chemistry
Design - Photography/Graphics
Food Science and Technology
Human Biology
Marine and Maritime

Materials Design and Technology:
Wood/Metal/Metals-Jewellery
Mathematics:
Foundation/Essential/Application/Methods
/Specialist
Outdoor Education
Physical Education
Physics
Biology



 Attend school 5 days per week 
 Minimum of 4 ATAR courses

ATAR program – for students looking to go directly to University

Attend school 5 days per week 
A minimum of 5 General Courses is required in Year 12 to be
eligible for WACE if a Certificate II has not been completed 
The program can include a Certificate II studied at school

General Studies Program — heading for TAFE or Employment 
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Gigaman Gawala - program for Aboriginal boys. 
This is a fixed program – students are to select the program (individual
course selection is not required).
 

PATHWAYS
STUDENTS HAVE THE FOLLOWING PATHWAYS TO CHOOSE FROM:

Skills Through Enterprise Program  (STEP)
Combination of school, TAFE, and Work Placement
STEP candidates will have a subsequent interview with the course
coordinator Mr Enan Hann in Term 4.

Warlugurra Walgamanyulu – program for Aboriginal girls. 
This is a fixed program – students are to select the program (individual
course selection is not required). 

*Please note we encourage all students to consider a VET pathway at some time over
Year 11 or 12, students not  wishing to choose a certificate should discuss with career
education teacher.

WARLUGURRA
WALGAMANYULU

ATAR

GENERAL*

VET
1  DAY

GIGAMAN
GAWALA

VET
2 DAY

3 days at School 2 days at TAFE
Includes workplace Learning
In addition to course selection a written application is required by
August 24th 2022

External PAIS/TAFELINK

 

4 days at school 1 Day at TAFE
In addition to course selection a written application required by August
24th 2022

External TAFE Link 

STEP
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Need to demonstrate minimum literacy and numeracy skills or have completed an AQF
qualification. Students who have not completed their OLNA can gain entry with the completion of a
Certificate I, II, or III (with the exception of Foundation (FSK) qualifications.

demonstrate minimum literacy and numeracy skills or AQF qualification and respond to selection
criteria.
Selection criteria - 90 points

academic achievement max 60 points
secondary education grades
completed AQF qualification 

work history max 30 points
employment
work experience
community service/volunteer work

TAFE offers various levels of courses to accommodate the needs of students from Certificate I to
Diploma and Advanced Diploma qualifications. 

 
The length of these courses varies according to the study area selected. TAFE will provide students
with details. 

Entry requirements are designed to ensure all those who gain entry to a course have the
competencies or skills to effectively participate in the program. These competencies cover
communication (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) and mathematical skills.

All applicants must meet entry requirements. Courses are split into a competitive and non-competitive
entries. Competitive entry means that there are more applicants than places available. To enter the
20% of courses that have competitive entry (30% in the case of metropolitan campuses), students
need to meet specific selection criteria.

 

Entrance Requirements:
 

Non Competitive 

 
Competitive 

 
See  the  TAFE "Full-Time Studies Guide" that  maps evidence of achievement  to entry requirements 
 on the  TAFE website: www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au

 
 

TAFE ADMISSION
After secondary schooling, many students go on to do further study at TAFE. While a majority of courses
are non-competitive; some are and these often tend to be popular with students.  Making a plan to
complete some Vocational Courses while at school can increase your ability to compete as well as give
you important skills to enter the workforce. We encourage students to complete a VET course at school
or apply to complete a VETDSS (Vocational Education Delivered to Secondary Students) in Year 11 or 12.
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 Meet the requirements of the WACE. 
 English Language Competence
Students must meet the required English Language Competence.
Varies between universities, but a scaled score of 50 in an ATAR English course will meet the
requirements.

ATAR indicates the rank position in the total Year 12 school leaving age population in WA.
An ATAR of 75.35 means you are better than 75.35% of all the Year 12 school leaving age people in
WA. 
Tertiary Information Services Centre (TISC) will assign a ranking (ATAR) based on the student score
or Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA).
The (TEA) will be calculated by adding the best four scaled scores, subject to unacceptable
combinations. 

TEA will be a combination of 50/50 school and external exam results.
TEA can be accumulated over 5 years for all public universities.

A Mathematics bonus of 10% of the scaled score for each of Mathematics: Methods ATAR and
Mathematics: Specialist ATAR is added to the aggregate of the best four scaled scores. You
receive the Mathematics bonus irrespective of whether your Mathematics: Methods ATAR and/or
Mathematics: Specialist ATAR course scaled scores are counted in the best four. 

GSHS does not deliver Languages other than English however if you are a background speaker in a
language it may be possible to study it as an ATAR as a private candidate. A LOTE bonus of 10% of
a scaled LOTE is applied.

 Some university courses have defined prerequisites.
 For more go to TISC website www.tisc.edu.au and see University Admissions 2024 guide.
A final scaled mark of at least 50 may be required for some courses.

To be considered for University Admission as a school leaver an applicant normally must:
1.
2.

 
  3. Obtain sufficient high ATAR/Selection Rank for entry to a particular Course 

 

 
3. Satisfy any prerequisites/special requirements for entry to a particular course.
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UNIVERSITY ADMISSION
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Year 12 students in ATAR courses have compulsory examinations that are held in November each
year.
 All ATAR examinations have written papers and some also include practical, oral, performance, or
portfolio examinations. The practical ATAR examinations are held in the first week of Term 3 school
holidays, on weekends and the Queens Birthday public holiday, and during the second and third
weeks of Term 4. Written examinations will start on the Monday of the first week in November.

Special arrangements may be made if you have a temporary or permanent disability, illness, and/or
specific learning disability that may disadvantage you in an examination situation. If your disability
prevents you have reasonable access to an examination, the school must submit an application on
your behalf. Students need to speak to the Deputy Principal if this applies to you early in Year 11.
Sickness/misadventure provisions – Candidates who suffer from a temporary sickness, non-
permanent disability, or an unforeseen event close to or during the examinations which they
believe may have resulted in performance below expectations or non-attendance in particular
examinations are given the opportunity to apply for assessment consideration. Application is made
immediately after the examinations.

ATAR Examinations

 
Special Examination Arrangements

      Specific eligibility criteria apply for each form of special provision.

 

The counselling team at Geraldton Senior High School strongly encourages parents and students
to seek advice about course selection for university entrance.
 
UWA                                          www.studyat.uwa.edu.au 
Curtin                                        www.futurestudents.curtin.edu.au
ECU                                           www.ecu.edu.au/future-students
Murdoch                                    www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students
Notre Dame                               www.nd.edu.au
Geraldton University Centre       www.guc.edu.au

ATAR COURSES TO BE OFFERED AT GSHS
All courses are subject to having sufficient numbers to run.
Unacceptable combinations: Mathematics Applications and Mathematics Methods

Applied Information Technology 
Biology
Chemistry 
English 
Geography 
Human Biology 
Physical Education 

Modern History
Mathematics Application
Mathematics Methods
Mathematics Specialist
Physics
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 Independent Living
 Self Management, interpersonal and social skills
 Community Awareness
 ASDAN Qualifications
 Career Education
 Workplace Learning
 WACE Preliminary Units 

Inclusive Education -Students with Special Needs
Students who are eligible may access the Learning Support Program to enable them to continue their
education into senior school.

 
The program features a range of courses including; 

 
Students will also attend courses from the Senior Schooling course offerings.   These choices are
made taking into consideration issues such as occupational health and safety, available support, and
relevance of the subject.   The delivery of the selected courses will be modified if possible to take into
account the individual student’s needs.

 
Students may access Learning Support for Years 10, 11, and 12, and may be entitled to continue to Year
13 to maximize their learning outcomes. The emphasis is on the transition from school to community
life as well as providing employment opportunities.

 
Individual Education and Transition Plans
Individualised Transition Plan (ITP) meetings involving the student, parent/caregiver, teacher, and other
relevant personnel are held.  These meetings determine and monitor the needs, program objectives,
and strategies of each student. To enable positive outcomes parent commitment is essential.  This
entails support for work placements, attendance at Individualised Transition Plan meetings, and
ongoing communication with the teachers.
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ENGLISH PATHWAYS

ENGLISH
UNIT  3&4

 FTENG
FOUNDATION

UNIT  1&2 
FEENG

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

ENGLISH UNIT  3&4
 GTENG

GENERAL UNIT  1&2 
GEENG

ENGLISH UNIT  3&4
 ATENG

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEENG
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TAFE/
Employment

 
 

University
entrance

 
 

Students will focus on consolidating and refining the skills and knowledge
needed by students to become competent, confident, and engaged users of
English in everyday, community, social, further education, training and
workplace contexts. The course will provide students with the skills to succeed
in a wide range of post-secondary pathways by developing their language,
literacy, and literary skills. 

FOUNDATION ATAR

OLNA Results
Their grade in Year 10 English
Future study requirements for example university entrance English grade
requirements for TAFE entry or on-the-job training

Why should I do this course?
All students are required to complete four units of English over Year 11 and 12
to meet the requirements of the WACE.
Minimum Requirements
When choosing their English pathway students should take into account: 

 

Associated costs may apply

Reading
Writing
Oral Communication
Externally Set Task

Types of Assessment 11   
35%
35%
30%
N/A

12
30%
30%
25%
15%

ENGLISH FOUNDATIONS/GENERAL/ATAR

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/mathematics

Responding
Creating
Examination

Types of Assessment 11
35-40% 
35-40% 
20-30% 

 12
35%
35%
30%

FEENG/FTENG
$35

GEENG/GTENG
$40

AEENG/ATENG
$40Responding

Creating
Externally Set Task

Types of Assessment 11   
40-60%
40-60%
N/A

 

12
40%
45%
15%

GENERAL

A
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EN
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Students will focus on developing their skills in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening in work learning, community, and everyday personal contexts.
Students undertaking this course will develop skills in the use of functional
language conventions, including spelling, punctuation, and grammar. The course
is for students who have not demonstrated the literacy standard in the OLNA. 

Students will focus on developing their analytical, creative, critical thinking, and
communication skills. They will critically engage with texts from their world
today, the past, and from Australian and other cultures. Through close study
and wider reading, viewing, and listening, students will develop the ability to
analyse and evaluate the purpose, writing style, and generic conventions of
texts. Students will sit two x 3-hour examinations as part of the course, once a
semester.

TAFE/
Employment

 
 

pathwaypathway
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MATHEMATICS 
FOUNDATION

UNIT  3&4
 FTMATFOUNDATION

UNIT  1&2 
FEMAT

 MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

MATHEMATICS 
ESSENTIAL

UNIT  3&4
 GTMAE

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEMAE

MATHEMATICS 
APPL ICAT IONS

 

UNIT  3&4
 ATMAA

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEMAA

MATHEMATICS 
METHODS

 

UNIT  3&4
 ATMAMATAR

UNIT  1&2 
AEMAM

MATHEMATICS 
SPECIAL IST

 

UNIT  3&4
 ATMASATAR

UNIT  1&2 
AEMAS
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Your performance in the Numeracy component of the OLNA,
Your ability, as demonstrated in Year 10 grades and results,
Your interest and work ethic in mathematics, and
The level of mathematics required for your career aspirations.

Why should I do this subject?
In Year 11 there are five separate courses aimed at delivering focused
content with little overlap. All students are recommended to study a
Mathematics course as part of their overall program.

Students who do not meet the standards of the Numeracy Assessment in
OLNA are strongly encouraged to pursue the remedial course (were
advised to do so) Mathematics Foundation, as success at the higher level
General mathematics course, Mathematics Essential, will be uncertain. It
is important to clarify that, for students who meet the OLNA requirements,
there is only one General (non-ATAR course) option: Mathematics
Essential.

Minimum Requirements
Students should consult their Mathematics teacher as to which course
they are most likely to achieve success in. It is also recommended that
they carefully study the Year 11 Courses: Grade Pre-Requisites graphic on
the following pages.
The course you choose will depend on four factors. They are, in order of
importance:

1.
2.
3.
4.

If the first two do not match your career aspirations, it is important to re-
prioritise and lifts your interest and results so that you can achieve your
career goals. 

PAGE |  26

MATHEMATICS FOUNDATION/GENERAL/ATAR

Response
Practical Application
Externally Set Task

FEMAT/FTMAT
$35

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
50% 
50% 
N/A 

12
40%
45%
15%

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/mathematics

Response
Investigation
Examination

Types of Assessment 11
40% 
20% 
40% 

 12
 40%
 20%
 40%

FOUNDATION and ESSENTIAL APPLICATION, METHODS and SPECIALIST

GEMAE/GTMAE
$35

AEMAA/ATMAA
$35

AEMAM/ATMAM
$50

AEMAS/ATMAS
$50

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

*Course costs are
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Units 1 & 2
Mathematics Foundation is a course for students
who have not demonstrated the numeracy standard
in the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment
(OLNA) undertaken by all Year 10 students. This
course focuses on building the capacity, confidence,
and disposition to use mathematics to meet the
numeracy standard for the WACE.

Units 3 & 4
Mathematics Foundation provides students
with the knowledge, skills, and
understanding to solve problems across a
range of contexts including personal,
community, and workplace/employment.
This course provides the opportunity for
students to prepare for post-school options
of employment and further training.FO

U
N
D
A
TI
O
N

M
A
T
H
EM

A
T
IC
S

ES
S
EN

TI
A
L

M
A
T
H
EM

A
T
IC
S

S
PE

C
IA
LI
S
T

M
A
T
H
EM

A
T
IC
S

A
PP

LI
C
A
TI
O
N
S

M
A
T
H
EM

A
T
IC
S

M
ET

H
O
D
S

M
A
T
H
EM

A
T
IC
S

Units 1 & 2
Mathematics Essential is a General Mathematics
course focusing on the effective and efficient use of
mathematics and critically appraise information to
make informed decisions. It provides students with
the mathematical knowledge, skills and
understandings required to solve problems in real
contexts for a range of settings, be they in the
workplace, in training, the pursuit of hobbies or in
service of the community.

Units 1 & 2
Mathematics Application is an ATAR course designed
for students wanting to extend their mathematical
skills beyond the Year 10 level, but whose future
studies or employment do not require calculus or
other advanced mathematics. It is designed for
students who have a wide range of educational and
employment aspirations, including continuing studies
at TAFE or university, where it would be suitable for
courses in the fields of the biological or human
sciences.

Units 1 & 2
Mathematics Methods is an ATAR course that
provides a foundation in Calculus preparing students  
for further studies in which mathematics and
statistics have important roles. It is also
advantageous for advanced studies in science and
engineering. The course is designed for students
whose future pathways may involve mathematics
and statistics in a range of disciplines at the tertiary
level.

Units 1 & 2
The Mathematics Specialist course extends topics in
Methods, such as statistics, while introducing topics
of vectors, complex numbers and matrices. It is the
only ATAR mathematics course that can be taken in
conjunction with the Mathematics Methods course
(known as “taking double maths”) in preparation for
entry into specialised university courses like
mathematics, engineering, physical sciences, or any
field involving advanced research.

Units 3 & 4
Essential Mathematics is intended to ensure
that students have solid math skills for their
post-school life. It has a practical focus on
measurement including developing an
understanding in scales, plans, and models. A
useful understanding of statistics is also
targeted, including reading graphs, collecting
data, and connecting data to chance or
probability. Financial topics provide an
essential understanding of interest rates and
their impact on bank loans.

Units 3 & 4
Mathematics Application focuses on the
use of mathematics to solve problems that
may involve financial modelling, geometric
and trigonometric analysis, graphical and
network analysis, and growth and decay in
sequences. It provides opportunities to
develop strategies for statistical
investigation and answering questions by
analysing univariate and bivariate data,
including time-series data.

Units 3 & 4
Mathematics Methods focuses on the use
of calculus and statistical analysis. Calculus
provides a basis for understanding rates of
change in the physical world, and includes
the use of functions, via derivatives and
integrals, in modelling physical processes.
The study of statistics develops students’
ability to describe and analyse phenomena
that involve uncertainty and variation.

Units 3 & 4
Mathematics Specialist builds further upon
ideas covered in Methods, providing the
opportunity to develop rigorous
mathematical arguments and proofs, and to
use mathematical models more extensively.
Mathematics Specialist contains topics in
functions and calculus that deepen the
ideas presented in the Mathematics
Methods course, as well as demonstrate
their application in many areas.

MATHEMATICS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS PATHWAYS

UNIT  3&4
 GTDESG

UNIT  1&2 
GEDESG

DANCE UNIT  3&4
 GTDAN

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEDAN

UNIT  3&4
 GTMUS

UNIT  1&2 
GEMUSMUSIC

DESIGN-
GRAPHICS

UNIT  3&4
 GTVAR

UNIT  1&2 
GEVAR

UNIT  3&4
 GTDESP

UNIT  1&2 
GEDESP

DESIGN-
PHOTOGRAPHY

VISUAL ARTS

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

GENERAL

GENERAL

GENERAL

GENERAL

UNIT  3&4
 GTDRA

UNIT  1&2 
GEDRADRAMAGENERAL
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Choreographic Processes
Warm-ups and Safe Dance Practices
Major Bones and Muscles
Performance and Preparation Techniques
Functions, Features, and Contexts of Dance

Choreographic Process
Dance injuries and prevention
Basic nutrition for the dancer
Joint structure and movement
Posture and alignment
Audience engagement
Dance as entertainment
Marketing and promotion

Choreographic processes
Warm-ups and Safe dance training
Biomechanics of dance
Case Study

Choreographic Processes
Warm-ups and injury prevention
The physical implementation of the biomechanics of dance 
Case Study

Minimum Requirements
None, but completing a semester of Year 10 dance is an
advantage.

Year 11 Dance GEDAN
 Unit 1: Exploring Dance

Unit 2: Dance as Entertainment

Year 12 Dance GTDAN
 Unit 3: Dance in Popular Culture

Unit 4: Australian Dance

 

DANCE GENERAL

Production /Performance
Response
Externally Set Tasks

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/arts

GEDAN
$90

GTDAN
$90

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
70% 
30% 
N/A

12
65%
20%
15%
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Why should I do this course?
You enjoy dancing and performing on stage.
Both Year 11 and Year 12 Courses may study styles such as
Contemporary, Jazz, Ballet, Hip Hop, Ballroom and/or Cultural.

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

GENERAL

*Course costs are
subject to confirmation
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Year 12 Drama GTDRA
Unit 3: Dramatic Action 
Representational, Realistic Drama
Students explore techniques of believable characterisation through different practitioner approaches. A
strong focus on the work of Stanislavski and others. The elements of drama are shaped to present
identified themes, selected approaches, and theories about dramaturgy in representational, realist
drama. Script analysis and understandings of meaning drawn from theatre history.

Unit 4: Challenge and Identity 
Presentational, Non-Realistic Drama
Students explore techniques of role and/or character through different approaches to group-based text
interpretation, particularly those based on the work of Brecht and others. Voice and movement
techniques using processes developed by Bertold Brecht and others (Rudolf Laban or Jerzy Grotowski.
Interpretation of presentational, non-realist drama forms and styles as reflected in major theatre
movements throughout history.
 

DRAMA GENERAL

Production /Performance
Response
Externally Set Tasks

https://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/arts 

GEDRA
$95

GTDRA
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
70% 
30% 
N/A

12
55%
30%
15%
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Why should I do this course?
You enjoy performing on stage, viewing drama works and developing
theatre productions.

Characterisation and play building techniques focus on creating dramatic meaning
Elements of drama are used to present identified themes.
Styles of dramatic performance based on the forms of comedy and tragedy 
Audience and Actor relationships

Minimum Requirements
None

Year 11 Drama GEDRA
Unit 1: Exploring Drama
Students will study Australian OR World text. Students are required to 
engage with the role of the actor in one other role: the production team role.

Unit 2: Drama Events
The focus of this unit is drama performance events for an audience other than their class members.
This unit builds on the content covered in Unit 1.
Rehearsal and group work processes (planning, experimentation, and refinement through improvisation)
in devised and scripted drama. Stagecraft and technical theatre/events management

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

GENERAL
*Course costs are
subject to confirmation
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Written work 
Aural and Theory 
Composing and arranging, 
Investigation and analysis

Practical 
Playing an instrument by yourself and with others
OR Making a Composition Portfolio

Why should I study this course?
You are interested in contemporary music and would like to learn 
more about the areas of listening, creative music, basic theory, 
history, operating equipment, and continuing/learning to play an 
instrument.

Minimum Requirements:
The ability to play a musical instrument is a requirement.

Year 11 Contemporary Music GEMUS
This course provides opportunities for creative expression, development of music appreciation, and
understanding and respect for music across different times, places, cultures, and contexts.

The focus in Year 11 Contemporary Music is on Rock, Pop, Metal, Techno, and many other kinds of
music.

Studying music may also provide a pathway for further training and employment in a range of
professions within the music industry. 

Students enrolled in this course will study both the written and practical elements of music. This will
include:

 
Year 12 Contemporary Music GTMUS
 The course is a continuation of the Year 11 Contemporary G1MUS and G2MUS units.
The focus in Year 12 Contemporary Music is on Rock, Disco, Metal, Reggae, and many other kinds of
music. 
 

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC  GENERAL

Performance Practical
Written Work
Externally Set Task

https://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/arts

GEMUS
$90

GTMUS
$90

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
40% 
60% 
N/A

12
40%
45%
15%
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Logo design for small organisations in the community
Tee-shirt design
Street Magazine
Marketing materials for college eg GSHS Year Book cover 

Logo design, production for clothing and products (product design)
School magazine Cover
Design Competitions

Why should I study this course?
In the Design General course students develop skills and 
processes for current and future industry and employment 
markets. Students are equipped with the knowledge and 
skills to understand design principles and processes, integrate 
technology and current graphic design software, analyse 
problems and devise innovative strategies through projects. 
The Design General course also emphasizes the scope of design 
in trade based industries allowing students to maximise 
vocational pathways.

Minimum Requirements
None.

Year 11 Design - Graphics GEDESG
Design Graphics or 'DIG' is an Arts-based course with an emphasis on the practical component
approach to the graphic design process.  
This context includes elements of digital media, interactive media, graphics technology, technical
graphics, and visual communication. Graphics also includes traditional two-dimensional design media.

Practical skills will be developed through the completion of the following tasks:

Year 12 Design - Graphics GTDESG
This context includes elements of digital media, interactive media, graphics technology, technical
graphics, and visual communication. Design Graphics also includes traditional two-dimensional design
media.
Practical skills will be developed through the completion of the following tasks:

  

DESIGN GRAPHICS GENERAL

Response
Production
Externally Set Task

https://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/arts

GEDESG
$95

GTDESG
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
30% 
70% 
N/A

12
20%
65%
15%
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Design elements & principles
Vignette composition
Festival posters
Visual hierarchy
Studio portraits
Selfie montage
Homepage design

Magazine Design
Advertising
Still Life Photography
Action Photography
Band Posters

Why should I study this course?
You enjoy photography. You are interested in a career in the media 
or the publishing industry.
Design photography courses help students understand how ideas,
beliefs, values, and messages are communicated to specific
audiences by demonstrating their skills and techniques in 
photography. Students explore their ability to inform, express, 
educate and entertain through the images they produce.

Minimum Requirements
None.

Year 11 Design Photography GEDESP
Students over the year study across two units of design; Design Fundamentals and Personal Design. 

Study content in numerous ways including:

Year 12 Design-Photography GTDESP
Over the year students study across two units Product Design and Cultural design. 

Study content in numerous ways including:

DESIGN PHOTOGRAPHY GENERAL

Response
Production
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/arts

GEDESP
$95

GTDESP
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
30% 
70% 
N/A

12
20%
65%
15%
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Drawing
Painting
Urban Art
Printmaking
Craftwork
Clay

Explore drawing and painting
Create famous face painting
Create wearable art
Sculpture and clay
Present and exhibit your work
Analyse artworks

Why should I study this course?
In the Visual Arts General course, students engage in traditional,
modern, and contemporary media and techniques within the
broad areas of art forms. This course promotes the innovative
practice. Students are encouraged to explore and represent
their ideas and gain awareness of the role that artists and
designers play in reflecting, challenging, and shaping societal
values. Students are encouraged to appreciate the work of
other artists and engage in their own art practice. 

Minimum Requirements
None

Year 11 Visual Arts GEVAR
These are exciting and enjoyable areas of study for students
who like to create and use practical skills to produce paintings
and structures in a variety of materials. You will be able to use
your portfolio of work for entry into further education.

 The Visual Arts offers studies in:

 
Year 12 Visual Arts GTVAR

 

VISUAL ARTS GENERAL

Production
Analysis
Investigation
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/arts

GEVAR
$130

GTVAR
$130

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
70%
15%
15%
N/A

12
65%
10%
10%
15%
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION PATHWAYS

UNIT  3&4
 ATPES

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEPES

OUTDOOR
EDUCATION

UNIT  3&4
 GTOED

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEOED

UNIT  3&4
 GTPES

UNIT  1&2 
GEPES

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

GENERAL

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
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Developing physical skills and tactics
Motor learning and coaching
Functional anatomy
Biomechanics
Exercise physiology
Sports psychology

Why should I study this course?
This course is for those interested in developing an understanding 
about your participation in physical activity. If you enjoy exploring 
and developing knowledge of physical activity and sport, 
and wish to have an awareness and understanding of the factors 
which influence performance for these activities.

Minimum Requirements 
None

Year 11 Physical Education Studies GEPES
This course promotes the physical, social, and emotional growth of students, and explores anatomical,
physiological, and biomechanical concepts in physical activity. The course has an emphasis on
understanding and improving performance in physical activity with both practical performance and
theoretical concepts covered. The physical activities (sports) covered in depth in this course are
basketball, badminton, and softball.

Unit 1:
The focus of the unit is the development of students’ knowledge, understanding, and application of
anatomical, physiological, and practical factors associated with performing physical activities.

Unit 2:
The focus of this unit is the impact of physical activity on the body’s anatomical and physiological
systems. These concepts support the improvement in performance in physical activity as an individual
or as a team member.

Year 12 Physical Education Studies GTPES
Unit 3 and 4:
The focus of this unit is for students to assess their own and others’ movement competency and
identify areas for improvement. They will build on their knowledge of training principles, nutrition, and
goal-setting concepts to enhance their own and others’ performance in physical activity.

GENERAL

Investigation
Practical Performance
Response
Externally Set Task

GEPES
$60

GTPES 
$60

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25% 
50% 
25% 
N/A 

12
15%
50%
20%
15%

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES GENERAL

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/health-and-physical-education
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Developing physical skills and tactics
Motor learning and coaching
Functional anatomy
Biomechanics
Exercise physiology
Sports psychology

Why should I do this course?
This pathway is suited to students who may be planning to 
study at university. It is a more academically rigorous pathway 
than the General Course and involves a theory examination in 
Year 11 and both theory and practical examinations in Year 12

This course promotes the physical, social and emotional 
growth of students with both practical performances and 
theoretical concepts covered. It explores anatomical, physiological, 
and biomechanical concepts in physical activity. An emphasis is on 
understanding their own performance and that of others in physical activity.

Minimum Requirements 
Strong writing skills as well as proficiency in a sport

Year 11 Physical Education AEPES
Unit 1:
The focus of the unit is to explore anatomical and biomechanical concepts and the body’s responses
to physical activity to improve their own performance and that of others in physical activity.

Unit 2:
The focus of this unit is to identify the relationship between skill, strategy, and the body in order to
improve the effectiveness and efficiency of performance.

Year 12 Physical Education ATPES
Unit 3:
The focus of this unit is to provide opportunities for students to build upon their acquired physical
skills and biomechanical, physiological, and psychological understandings to improve the performance
of themselves and others in physical activity.

Unit 4:
The focus of this unit is to extend the understanding by students of complex biomechanical,
psychological and physiological concepts to evaluate their own and others’ performance. 

Investigation
Response
Written Exam
Practical Performance
Practical Exam

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/health-and-physical-education

AEPES
$80

ATPES 
$80

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
15%
15%
40%
30%
N/A

12
14%
17.5%
38.5%
21%
9%

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES ATAR
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ATAR
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Why should I do this course?
This course is for those students who are interested in developing 
their understanding about the relationships with the environment, 
others, and ourselves. If you enjoy outdoor experiences, planning, 
participating, and reviewing processes then this is the course for you.
Minimum Requirements
Water based activities make up a large component of the 
course in both open and closed water environments. Being a 
strong and capable swimmer is required. Participation in an 

excursion/expedition is a compulsory part of the assessment. Students participate in outdoor
adventure activities where they develop and improve their skills and apply practices that ensure safe
participation. 

Year 11 Outdoor Education GEOED
Unit 1: Experiencing the Outdoors
The focus of this unit is the development of students’ knowledge and skill in the area of experiential
learning, sustainability, and interaction with the natural environment. 

Content: Relationship with nature, Surf lifesaving and snorkeling, Decision making, Personal skills, Food
preparation, Environmental management, and Weather maps.

Unit 2: Facing challenges in the outdoors
Students further develop their skills by facing a broad range of challenges in the outdoors and natural
environment. Students address simple risk assessments, make decisions and apply safe practices to
cope with challenges in the outdoors. Students participate in an excursion or expedition which is a
compulsory part of the course. 

Content: Minimum Impact practices, First Aid, Basic navigation skills, Camp craft Leadership,
Environment flora, and fauna.

Year 12 Outdoor Education GTOED
Unit 3: Building Confidence in the Outdoors
Students understand the planning and organisational requirements necessary for them to participate
in safe, short‐duration excursions/expeditions to develop survival skills. 

Unit 4: Outdoor Leadership
They continue to develop navigational skills and respond to an emergency outdoors. Also, participate
in a compulsory Multi-day/overnight expedition.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION GENERAL

Investigation
Performance 1
Performance 2
Response
Externally Set Task

GEOED
$60

GTOED
$60

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25%
30%
20%
25%
N/A
 

12
15%
30%
20%
20%
15%

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/health-and-physical-education
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UNIT  3&4
 ATHBY

ATAR UNIT  1&2 
AEHBY

HUMAN 
B IOLOGY

UNIT  3&4
 GTHBY

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEHBY

MARINE AND
MARIT IME

UNIT  3&4
 GTMMS

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEMMS

UNIT  3&4
 AECHE

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AECHECHEMISTRY

HUMAN 
B IOLOGY 

 SCIENCE  PATHWAYS

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

UNIT  3&4
 ATPHY

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEPHYPHYSICS

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

UNIT  3&4
ATBIO 

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEBIOBIOLOGY



Structure of the atom
Properties and structure of materials
Chemical reactions: reactants products and energy change

Intermolecular forces
Aqueous solutions
Rates of chemical reactions

Chemical equilibrium systems
Acids and bases
Oxidation and reduction 

Properties and structure of organic materials
Chemical synthesis

Why should I do this course?
Chemistry is an academically challenging course that is most 
suited to students hoping to gain university entrance. The 
university course you wish to get into may require that 
you study chemistry. This course provides opportunities for 
students to investigate the properties and reactions of 
materials. Theories and models are used to describe, explain 
and make predictions about chemical systems' structures 
and properties.

Minimum Requirements
Students should achieve a B grade or higher in Year 10 science and mathematics

Year 11 Chemistry AECHE
Unit 1: The focus of this unit is to use atomic structure and bonding to explain the properties of
materials, and the outcomes of chemical reactions.

Unit 2: The focus of this unit is to explore the factors that affect chemical reactions, including those
involving water, acids, and bases.

Year 12 Chemistry ATCHE
Unit 3: The focus of this unit is to look at equilibrium in reactions, investigate the properties and uses
of acid-base behaviour, and the principles and uses of oxidation and reduction systems.

Unit 4: The focus of this unit is to develop an understanding of organic molecules.

CHEMISTRY ATAR 

Science Inquiry
Extended Response
Test
Examination

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/science

AECHE
$70

ATCHE 
$70

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25%
10%
15%
50%

12
20%
10%
20%
50%
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ATAR
*Course costs are
subject to confirmation

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/technologies


Cell processes
Respiration
Excretion
Digestion

Roles of males and females
Structure of reproductive systems

Bones
Muscles
Nerves
Hormones

Causes of disease
How disease is spread
How humans respond to invading pathogens

Why should I do this course?
Human Biology – General is suited to students who may be
pursuing a TAFE course in health and related areas such as beauty
therapy, enrolled nursing, or for students with a general interest in
the subject.
The focus of this course is to explore how the human body works
and reproduction. Later focusing on bones, muscles, nerves, and
hormones, they also look at the spread of disease and body
responses to pathogens.

Minimum requirements
Students should achieve a C grade or higher in Year 10 science

Year 11 Human Biology GEHBY
Unit 1: The focus of this unit is exploring how the human body
systems are interrelated to sustain life.

Unit 2: Explores the process of reproduction.

Year 12 Human Biology GTHBY
Unit 3: Explores human coordination.

Unit 4: Explores the spread of disease.

 

Science Inquiry
Extended Response
Test
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/science

GEHBY
$65

GTHBY 
$65

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
40%
20%
40%
N/A

12
40%
30%
15%
15%

HUMAN BIOLOGY GENERAL
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GENERAL
*Course costs are
subject to confirmation
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Cells
Metabolism
Body systems

DNA
Cell reproduction
Human reproduction 
Types of inheritance

Endocrine system
Nervous system
Homeostasis
Response to infection

Mutations
Gene pools
Evidence for evolution 
Man’s evolutionary trends

Why should I do this course?
Human biology is an academically challenging course that is most 
suited to students hoping to gain university entrance.
The focus of this course is to explore how the human body 
works, the origins of human variation, inheritance in humans, 
the evolution of the human species and population genetics.

Minimum Requirements
Students should achieve a B grade or higher in Year 10 science

Year 11 Human Biology AEHBY
Unit 1: The focus of this unit is the structure and function of body systems
and their interrelationships.

Unit 2: The focus of this unit is the reproductive systems of males and
females, Genetics, and the effects of the environment on gene expression.

Year 12 Human Biology ATHBY
Unit 3: The focus of this unit the nervous, endocrine, and immune systems
that help the body to function.

Unit 4: The focus of this unit is variation in humans, their changing
environment, and evolutionary trends in humans.

HUMAN BIOLOGY ATAR

Science Inquiry
Extended Response
Test
Examination

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/science

AEHBY
$65

ATHBY 
$65

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
20%
15%
25%
40%

12
10%
15%
25%
50%
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https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/science

Science Inquiry
Extended Response
Test
Examination

AEBIO
$40

ATBIO
$80

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
30%
10%
20%
40%

12
20%
10%
20%
50%

ATAR

BIOLOGY ATAR

PAGE |  44SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

Biodiversity and classification
Populations and communities and their relationships and interactions
Effects of human activity
Conservation strategies

Cells and how they work
Biological molecules
Photosynthesis and respiration
The organ systems for nutrition and gas exchange in plants and animals

Gene technology
DNA and inheritance
Evolution and natural selection

Homeostasis 
Spread of disease
Infectious disease

Why should I do this course?
Biology is an academically challenging course that is most 
suited to students hoping to gain university entrance.
This course explores living systems from a microscopic 
level through to ecosystems. Students develop practical 
skills through investigations and field studies applying what 
they have learned in real-world contexts.

Minimum Requirements
Students should achieve a B grade or higher in Year 10 Science.

Year 11 Biology AEBIO
Unit 1: 
The focus of this unit is ecosystems and their interactions.

Unit 2: 
The focus of this unit is the structure and function of organisms.

Year 12 Biology ATBIO
Unit 3: 
The focus of this unit is genetics and inheritance.

Unit 4: 
The focus of this unit is surviving in a changing environment.

*Course costs are
subject to confirmation

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/technologies


Oceanography: properties of seawater, tides, and currents
WA fisheries management
Maritime Craft design and construction including powerboat design, and the effects of the marine
environment on construction materials
Practical Snorkelling and diving 

Oceanography: Ocean zones and their marine organisms
Protected marine areas, and the roles of WA marine management organisations
Trade routes and ocean mapping
Design of marine and maritime equipment
Snorkeling and diving including the effects on the human body, buoyancy, and barotrauma 

WA marine ecosystems and adaptations of organisms within them
Aquaculture
Marine watercraft and equipment design and characteristics of construction materials

Oceanography: ocean currents and climate change
Marine tourism and its impacts and the importance of ecotourism
Maritime construction protection materials and their side effects 
Small craft maintenance
Powerboating (opportunity do to Recreational Skippers Ticket)

Year 11 Marine and Maritime Science GEMMS 
Unit 1: 

Unit 2: 

Year 12 Marine and Maritime Science GTMMS
Unit 3: 

Unit 4:

MARINE AND MARITIME SCIENCE GENERAL
Why should I do this course?
Marine and Maritime Science – General is suited to students who 
may be pursuing a TAFE courses in Marine and Maritime studies or 
for students with a general interest in the subject.

Minimum Requirements 
This course builds on some of the skills and knowledge taught 
in lower school science. Students should achieve a C grade or higher
 in Year 10 science and be able to swim 200m confidently.

Science Inquiry
Practical
Test
Extended Response
External Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/science

GEMMS
$115

GTMMS
$145

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25%
50%
20%
5%
N/A

12
15%
40%
20%
10%
15%
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Heating processes: heat and temperature, conduction and convection
Nuclear radiation, fission, and fusion
Electricity

Forces and movement: displacement, velocity, acceleration, and energy
Waves: Wave characteristics, behaviour, and their effects

Motion and forces in gravitational field and electricity and magnetism
Particles, waves and quanta, and motion and forces in electric and magnetic fields

Physical principles about waves to the study of the universe and its creation
Atomic physics
Einstein’s special relativity (for objects travelling at speeds approaching the speed of light)

Why should I do this course?
Physics is most suited to students with a strong interest in 
mathematics and the Physical Sciences. It may be a requirement 
for a university course. In this course, students will develop their 
problem-solving skills by conducting investigations and analyzing 
problems and data to explain and predict physical phenomena 
from a small scale, in atoms, to a large scale, in galaxies.

Minimum Requirements 
To be successful you should achieve an A or B in Year 10 Science 
with an A or B in Mathematics. Note: You should also be choosing the 
ATAR pathway in Mathematics and Maths Methods. 
 
Year 11 Physics AEPHY
Unit 1: This unit focuses on thermal, nuclear, and electrical physics.

Unit 2: This unit focuses on linear motion and waves.

Year 12 Physics ATPHY
Unit 3: This unit focuses on gravity and electromagnetism.

Unit 4: This unit focuses on the revolution in modern physics.

PHYSICS ATAR

Science Inquiry
Test
Examination

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/science

AEPHY
$60

ATPHY 
$65

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
30%
30%
40%

12
20%
30%
50%
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UNIT  3&4
 ATHIM

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE PATHWAYS
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ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEHIM

GEOGRAPHY
UNIT  3&4

 GTGEO
GENERAL

UNIT  1&2 
GEGEO

MODERN
 H ISTORY 

UNIT  3&4
 GTHIM

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEHIM

UNIT  3&4
 ATGEOATAR

UNIT  1&2 
AEGEOGEOGRAPHY

MODERN
 H ISTORY 

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

ABORIG INAL
INTERCULTURE

UNIT  3&4
GTAIS

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEAIS



Social change and contributions to Arts and Sport
Role of family and community

Contribution to literature and music
Role of the Arts to cultures and Australian identity
Importance of Tourism Culture

changes in technology, adaptation to the environment and
social structures. 
how cultures incorporate change 
change in social structures, kinship and links to Country

effect of global warming, land clearing, use of waterways
influence of beliefs, values and traditions
influence of government policy and legislation

Why should I do this course?
To explore 'share histories' and involve yourself in different cultural
communities within Australia.

Minimum Requirements
None

Year 11 Aboriginal and Intercultural Studies GEAIS
Unit 1: Leadership in different cultures

 
Unit 2: Arts and Culture

Year 12 Aboriginal and Intercultural Studies GTAIS
Unit 3:  Aboriginal Peoples’ knowledge of the past and the present. 

Unit 4: Indigenous peoples in Australia and other countries
relationship with the environment

Social Inquiry
Source Analysis
Issue Analysis
Tests
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences 

GEAIS $40 GTAIS $40

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25% 
30% 
25%
20%
N/A 

 12
 20%
 25%
 25%
  15%
  15%

ABORIGINAL INTERCULTURAL STUDIES GENERAL
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the differences between natural and cultural features of environments 
the concept of sustainability 

the natural and cultural features of regions 
how regions can change over time

Investigating different types of hazards.
Using technology to investigate hazards.

Understanding the economic and cultural changes taking place in the world today
Investigate a product or service — class choice!
Geographies of culture—music or class choice!

Why should I do this course?
You have always enjoyed Geography and Science and you want 
to have a practical hands-on fieldwork experience. You have a 
genuine interest in the marine and human environment, and 
do not want the stress of exams!

Minimum Requirements
None

Year 11 Geography GEGEO
Unit 1: Environments at Risks

 
Unit 2: Geography of People and Places

Things we can look at: a tourist destination or attraction, such as Ningaloo Reef, Kalbarri, Geraldton,
and Midwest region with a possible CAMP to get real-life experience and fun!
 
Year 12 Geography GTGEO
Unit 3: Natural and Ecological Hazards

Unit 4: Global Networks and Interconnections

Geographical Inquiry
Fieldwork/practical Skills
Tests
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences 

GEGEO
$40

GTGEO
$40

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
30% 
30% 
40% 
N/A 

 12
 30%
 30%
 25%
 15%

GEOGRAPHY GENERAL
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Investigating different types of hazards
Use technology to investigate hazards

Understanding the economic and cultural changes taking place in the world today
Investigate a commodity or service—wine.
Geographies of culture—music

Investigating world biomes —  biodiversity loss and sustainability
How does Land cover change affect the environment

Investigating sustainable places—Geraldton and New York City (USA) and what makes them
great cities to live in and what problems can they face?

Why should I study this course?
This course allows you to look at real world issues like COVID 19, 
Tropical Cyclones, Bushfires, Foods, Music that are affecting your 
world NOW! Look at the world’s places and their peoples and 
environments. You will develop real life skills to fully prepare you 
for any career pathway area. 

Minimum Requirements
ATAR subjects require competent writing skills. Students should have 
performed well in Year 10.

Year 11 Geography AEGEO
Unit 1: Natural and Ecological Hazards

 
Unit 2: Global Networks and Interconnections

Year 12 Geography ATGEO
 Unit 3: Global Environment

  
 Unit 4: Planning Sustainable Places

 

Geographical inquiry/Fieldwork
Response/Practical Skills 
Examinations

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences 

AEGEO
$50

ATGEO
$50

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
30% 
40% 
30% 

   12
 20%
 40%
  40%

GEOGRAPHY ATAR
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GENERAL

Why should I do this course?
Do you enjoy studying History without the stress of
exams? Do you have a genuine interest in the past? If you
have answered 'yes' to these questions, then this course
is for you!

Minimum Requirements
None

Historical Inquiry
Explanation
Source Analysis
Test
EST

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences 

GEHIM
$50

GTHIM
$50

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
20-30%
20-30%
20-30%
20-30%
NA

12
20%
25%
25%
15%
15%

MODERN HISTORY GENERAL
PAGE |  5 1

Napoleon
Nicholas II and the decline of Russia
Nelson Mandela and apartheid
Local history 

The League of Nations and the United Nations
Tokugawa Japan
Communist Russia/USSR 1917–1953
Cuba 1952–1990s

Year 11 Modern History GEHIM
Unit 1: People, Place and Time
We will choose between the following 4 options:

 
Unit 2: Power and Authority
We will choose between the following 4 options:

The Industrial Revolution in Great Britain 1750–1890s
Australia 1914–1949
Japan 1853–1911
America 1918–1941

Women’s movements in the 20th century
Nazism in Germany 1918–1945
The civil rights movement in the USA 1941–1971
Terrorism and peace movements 1946–2001

Year 12 Modern History GTHIM
Unit 3: Societies and Change
We will choose between the following 4 options:

Unit 4: Historical Trends and Movements
We will choose between the following 4 options:

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

*Course costs are
subject to confirmation
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Why should I study this course?
Modern History is an exciting subject, especially for
those of you who have an inquisitive mind and who
need to understand more about why our world is the
way it is.

Studying Modern History will enable you to develop
critical thinking skills and to become effective in
written communication. These specific skills have
been identified as being essential skills for anyone
wanting to gain success in any university program. 

Minimum Requirements
ATAR subjects require competent writing skills.
Students should have performed well in Year 10.

Historical Enquiry
Explanation
Source Analysis
Exam
 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences 

AEHIM
$50

ATHIM
$70

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
20% 
25% 
25% 
30 %

 12
 20%
 20%
 20%
 40%

MODERN HISTORY ATAR

PAGE |  52

Social and economic systems
Wartime experiences

Year 11 Modern History AEHIM:
Unit 1: Capitalism, the American experience 1907—1941

How Hitler rose to power
NAZI Party and World War 2

Unit 2: Nazism in Germany

Wartime experiences
Australia’s role in the world

Year 12 Modern History ATHIM
Unit 3: Modern Nations in the 20th Century—Australia 1918—1955

The Struggle for Peace in the Middle East.
The establishment of the state of Israel
Conflicts that arose due to the creation of Israel

Unit 4: The modern world since 1945. 

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

ATAR
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TECHNOLOGIES 1 - COMPUTING

APPLIED
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY 

UNIT  3&4
 GTAIT

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEAIT

APPL IED
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY 

UNIT  3&4
 ATAIT

ATAR
UNIT  1&2 

AEAIT

FOOD SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

-  HOSPITAL ITY 

UNIT  3&4
 GTFST

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEFST

TECHNOLOGIES 2 - HOME ECONOMICS

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023



Hardware 
Impacts of technology 
Project management 
Applications skills – develop your skills in the use of a variety of application software such as:

 Web Browsing, Spreadsheets, Word Processing, Multimedia 

Managing Data and Networks 
Impacts of Technology, Project Management, and Application skills for Unit 1

Why should I do this course?
You have a genuine interest in finding out more about 
the operation of computers for personal use and use in the workplace. 

Minimum Requirements
None

Year 11 Applied Information Technology GEAIT
Unit 1: Personal Communication
The focus of this unit is to enable students to use technology to 
meet personal needs. Students develop a range of skills that enable 
them to communicate using appropriate technologies and to gain knowledge that assists in
communicating within a personal context.
Digital concepts – learn how to create quality digital products

Unit 2: Working with Others
The focus of this unit is to enable students to use a variety of technologies to investigate managing
data, common software applications, and wireless network components required to effectively
operate within a small business environment. They examine the legal, ethical, and social impacts of
technology within society.

Year 12 Applied Information Technology GTAIT
Unit 3: Media Information and Communication Technologies
The emphasis of this unit is on the use of digital technologies to create and manipulate digital media.
Students use a range of applications to create visual and audio communications. They examine trends
in digital media transmissions and implications arising from the use of the technology.

Unit 4: Digital Technologies in Business
The emphasis of this unit is on the skills, principles, and practices associated with various types of
documents and communications. Students identify the components and configuration of networks to
meet the needs of a business. Students design digital solutions for clients, being mindful of the
various impacts of technologies within legal, ethical and social boundaries.

APPLIED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY GENERAL

Project
Short Answer
Extend Answer
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/technologies

GEAIT
$30

GTAIT
$30

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
70%
20%
10%
N/A

12
50%
20%
15%
15%
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Digital concepts 
Hardware
Impacts of technology 
Project management 
Software Applications skills 

Managing Data 
Networks 

Why should I do this course?
You wish to study an ATAR course that focuses on digital design 
process, digital communication technologies, and the impacts of 
technology

Minimum Requirements
Pass in OLNA Literacy and should be recommended to do ATAR English 

Year 11 Applied Information Technology AEAIT
Unit 1: Media Information and Communication Technologies
This unit focuses on the use of digital technologies to create and manipulate 
digital media. Students use a range of applications to create visual and audio communications. They
examine trends in digital media transmissions and the implications arising from the use of these
technologies.

Unit 2: Digital Technologies in Business
This unit focuses on the skills, principles, and practices associated with various types of documents
and communications. Students identify the components and configuration of networks to meet the
needs of a business. They design digital solutions for clients, being mindful of the various impacts of
technologies within legal, ethical and social boundaries.

Year 12 Applied Information Technology ATAIT
Unit 3: Evolving Digital Technologies
This unit focuses on the use of applications to create, modify, manipulate, use and/or manage
technologies. Students consider the nature and impact of technological change and the effect this
has when creating products for a particular purpose and audience.

Unit 4: Digital Technologies within a Global Society
This unit focuses on the production of a digital solution for a particular client. Students undertake the
management of data and develop an appreciation of the social, ethical, and legal impacts of digital
technologies within a global community.

APPLIED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ATAR

Project
Short Answer
Extend Answer
Exam

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/technologies

AEAIT
$50

ATAIT
$50

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
40%
15%
15%
30%

12
40%
10%
10%
40%
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Nutrition
Classification and properties of food
Food preparation skills
Cookery methods and food products
Food choices and health issues
Environmental issues
Food laws and regulations
Technology process

Nutrition
Food as a commodity
Properties of food
Food preparation skills
Cookery methods and food products
Food labeling
Advertising and Marketing
Technology process

Why should I do this course?
Hospitality is a growth area for jobs with many employment 
opportunities. You may be interested in a career in this industry 
or want to develop food preparation skills that you can use 
throughout your life.

Minimum Requirements
Every student enrolling in this course must wear enclosed shoes 
during all lessons to meet occupational health and safety requirements.

Year 11 Food Science and Technology - Hospitality – GEFST
Unit 1: Food Choices and Health 
Unit 2: Food for Communities 
This is a very practical course. You will develop your food preparation skills and cook a wide variety of
foods to make nutritious meals and snacks. You will also learn about nutrition, food classification, food
choices, and laws and regulations.

Year 12 Food Science and Technology – GTFST
Unit 3 & 4: Food Science and the Undercover Story 
You will further develop your food preparation skills and use a variety of processing techniques and
cookery methods to produce quality food products. You will also learn about the food supply chain,
food preservation, and marketing.

 

FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY GENERAL

Project
Short Answer
Extend Answer
Exam

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/technologies

GEFST 
$95

GTFST 
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
40%
15%
15%
30%

12
40%
10%
10%
40%
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GENERAL
*Course costs are
subject to confirmation
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TECHNOLOGIES 3

AUTOMOTIVE
ENGINEERING 

UNIT  3&4
 GTAET

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEAET

BUILD ING AND
CONSTRUCTION 

UNIT  3&4
 GTBCN

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 

GEBCN

UNIT  3&4
 GTMTDM

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 
GEMTDM

UNIT  3&4
 GTMTDMJ

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 
GEMTDMJ

MATERIALS -
WOOD

UNIT  3&4
 GTMTDW

GENERAL
UNIT  1&2 
GEMTDW

MATERIALS -
JEWELLERY

MATERIALS -
METALS

Year 11Year 11 Year 12Year 12
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AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY GENERAL

like working with engines
are interested in finding how engines work and the theory behind the engine
want to learn basic vehicle service techniques 
learn to weld
understand safety practices to provide a good background for a career or
useful automotive skills

diagnostic testing of automotive systems 
OSH rules and regulations and involvement in safe work practices
removal and replacement of components
basic rules of automotive workshops and safe operation of the automotive
vehicle

Why should I do this course?
You enjoy practical subjects. You are interested in a career in the
automotive industry or related trade.

Minimum Requirements
None. 

Year 11 Automotive Engineering and Technology GEAET
This is a practical subject designed to give you the opportunity to 
experience aspects of working within different automotive contexts.  

You will like this course if you: 

Year 12 Automotive Engineering and Technology GTAET
The focus in Year 12 is automotive tuning and automotive components.
Content:

Investigation and diagnostics 
Production and assembly 
Response 
Externally Set Task 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/technologies

GEAET
$95

GTAET
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
20% 
60% 
20% 
N/A 

12
20%
50%
15%
15%
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GENERAL
*Course costs are
subject to confirmation
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research and design
prepare working drawings
prepare cutting and costing
prepare the project in the workshop
construct the project on-site

properties of common building materials
basic plan reading
processes involved in earthworks/surveying
basic drawing and drafting
Use of wood or metal frames and structures, Construction Methods
Moderation exercise Term 2

Why should I do this course?
You like doing practical work and drafting you may have an interest in a
trade as a carpenter or would like to learn some basic handyman skills.

Minimum Requirements
None 

Year 11 Building and Construction GEBCN
Students explore the way buildings are constructed through a 
series of team orientated and individual projects. 
Students will:

Students explore current and future work roles, training opportunities,
and career pathways in building and construction. The course is practical
with many hands-on work experiences.

Year 12 Building and Construction GTBCN
Students explore construction techniques through 
research tasks leading to the construction of a team 
orientated projects and individual projects.

Students gain an understanding of:

The course is practical with many hands-on work experiences.
 

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION GENERAL

Design
Production
Response
Externally Set Task

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/technologies

GEBCN
$95

GTBCN 
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
20% 
70% 
10% 
N/A 

12
20%
50%
15%
15%
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Why should I do this course?
You enjoy practical subjects. You are interested in designing your own
projects, and a career in fabrication/manufacturing interests you 
where university is not needed. You have had experience in metal 
work in lower school.

Minimum Requirements
None, though completion of any lower school metals units would 
be an advantage.

Year 11 Materials Design and Technology - GEMDTM (Metals):
Unit 1:
The focus of this unit is to create a folding shovel and to develop
several different metal fabrication skills. Students will be introduced to
various power tools and machinery and will become competent in a
number of metal fabricating techniques. The scope will be given to
students wishing to add their designs to a project. 

Unit 2:
In this unit students will expand their design and fabricating skills, to
create an occasional table. This will be designed completely by
students and manufactured to a high standard.

Year 12 Materials Design and Technology - GTMDTM (Metals):
Unit 3:
The focus of this unit is for students to create an ornate bar stool. This
is another skills building task, to encourage students to further develop
their practical skills

Unit 4:
In this unit, students are encouraged to further enhance and extend
their design and metal fabrication skills. Students are required to design
and manufacture a personal project. The only limit placed on this is the
skills and ability of each individual student

MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – METALS GENERAL

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/technologies

GEMDTM
$95

GTMDTM
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25% 
60% 
15% 
N/A 

12
20%
50%
15%
15%

Design
Production
Response
Externally Set Task
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Why should I study this course?
You enjoy practical subjects. You are interested in jewellery and you
would like to make your own jewellery to sell or to give away. 
Minimum Requirements
None, though completion of the lower school jewellery course would
be an advantage.

Year 11 Materials Design and Technology - GEMDTMJ (Jewellery): 
Unit 1:
The focus of this unit is to make a number of skill projects in sterling
silver so students understand how to solder silver and how to shape
and polish their own jewellery. Students will be introduced to various
techniques so they can create their own work and make it look
professional. 

Unit 2:
The focus of this unit is for students to expand on their skills in
jewellery with several more skill tasks and then design their own piece
of jewellery towards the end of the semester. As part of their work
student will be encouraged to recycle all of the scrap silver they have
to create a recycling project as part of the course.

Year 12 Materials Design and Technology - GEMDTMJ (Jewellery): 
Unit 3:
The focus of this unit is for students to develop their skills further so
they can undertake more intricate designs and tasks. Students will be
encouraged to recycle unwanted jewellery where possible as part of
the course. They will complete tasks in setting stones and pearls using
a variety of techniques. Students will also look at existing jewellery so
they build on their knowledge of design so they can incorporate
stones or pearls in their designs.

Unit 4:
Once those skills in unit 3 are completed students will be set a task to
design their own piece of jewellery incorporating either pearls or
stones in the design. Students' work will be displayed as part of the
course.

MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – JEWELLERY
GENERAL 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/technologies

GEMDTMJ
$95

GTMDTMJ
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25% 
60% 
15% 
N/A 

12
20%
50%
15%
15%

Design
Production
Response
Externally Set Task
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Why should I do this course?
You enjoy practical subjects. You are interested in a career in the 
building/carpentry industries where university entrance is not
required.

Minimum Requirements
None, though completion of any lower school wood units would be 
an advantage.

Year 11 Materials Design and Technology - GEMDTW
Unit 1: 
The focus of this unit is to design and create a wooden 
bedside cabinet. Students will be introduced to various power 
tools and machines and will become competent in cutting, machining,
sanding, and finishing timber.

Unit 2: 
The focus of this unit is for students to expand on their skills in wood
and to design and create a piece of furniture. Some examples include
coffee tables, blanket boxes, bedside tables, and outdoor chairs. The
piece of furniture is essentially limited to the skills and ability of each
individual student
 
Year 12 Materials Design and Technology - GTMDTW
Unit 3: 
The focus of this unit is for students to design and create a complex
timber box. Students will learn various hand and machine skills
related to box construction and advance their ability to create
delicate timber products.

Unit 4: 
The focus of this unit is for students to further enhance their
knowledge and understanding of constructing furniture. Students are
required to design and produce a substantial piece of furniture. Some
examples include beds, dining tables, bedside cabinets, wardrobes,
and barstools. The piece of furniture is essentially limited to the skills
and abilities of each individual student.
 

MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY - WOOD GENERAL 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/technologies

GEMDTW
$95

GTMDTW
$95

Associated costs may apply

Types of Assessment 11   
25% 
60% 
15% 
N/A 

12
25%
50%
10%
15%

Design
Production
Response
Externally Set Task
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VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION

AND
TRAINING



Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
Merit points towards selection criteria for State Training Providers
Nationally recognised Australian Qualification Framework certification

Training Units of Competency that can assist in future job training
Student-Centred Learning Approach
Integration of literacy and numeracy tasks into practical courses
Relevant learning and assessment tasks

Successful completion of these programs contributes to:

These courses are beneficial to students because they have:

 
This approach motivates students in their preparation for either future education and training or
employment.   

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
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Geraldton Senior High School Vocational Education and Training courses provide students with the
knowledge and skills relevant to employment. 

These courses enable students to acquire industry recognised skills through on-the-job and off-the-
job training. Students satisfy part of their Western Australian Certificate of Education through
accredited Vocational Education and Training Programs of Study.

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023



 Skilling Through Enterprise Program (STEP) - Trade Skills – available to all students.
 Gigaman Gawala – available to Aboriginal boys.
 Warlugurra Walgamanyulu - available to Aboriginal girls.

Geraldton Senior High School offers courses in the following Vocational Education and Training areas:

Senior School Engagement Programs
Senior School Engagement Programs are discrete courses that operate off the main timetable.
Students undergo an application and interview process prior to commencement. 

Programs include:
1.

2.
3.

Certificate II in Sport and Recreation

Certificate II in Work Skills

Mainstream
The following courses are delivered on the regular timetable. Any student can include them in their six
choices for a General or University Course Program.  Any off-campus activity generally occurs in their
timetabled periods. These courses will involve occasional field trips between a day or week-long that
will require them to miss other classes. Information regarding these courses will be found in this book.

Physical Education

Business 

2 days in offsite training/work placement. e.g. Trades pathway certificates, Early Childhood
1 day in offsite training/work placement e.g. TAFE Link

External VET -VETDSS
VET delivered to secondary schools(VETDSS) involves regular days away from school. Students in
these programs have a modified timetable. Students undergo an application process in order to be
selected.

TAFE programs:
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TYPES OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
PROGRAMS
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Why should I do this course?
This qualification will provide you with the practical skills and
knowledge to work effectively in the sport, fitness and recreation
industry. You will learn general administrative skills, effective
communication, sports coaching, accident prevention, and
emergency care.

How will this course help students in the future?
Students develop relevant technical, vocational and interpersonal
competencies suitable to employment and further training in the
sport, fitness and recreation industry. Students also develop skills
and knowledge and experience aspects that are transferable to
other industry areas.

Minimum Requirements:

SBSBWOR202   Organise and complete daily work activities
HLTAID003        Provide first aid
HLTWHS001       Participate in workplace health and safety
SISCAQU002      Perform basic water rescues
SISSSCO001       Conduct sports coaching sessions with foundation level participants
SISSSDE201       Communicate effectively with others in a sports environment                                
SISXCAI001        Provide equipment for activities
SISXCAI002       Assist with activity sessions
SISXFAC001       Maintain equipment for activities
SISXCCS001       Provide quality service
SISXEMR001      Respond to emergency situations
SISXIND001        Work effectively in sport, fitness, and recreation environments
SISXIND002       Maintain sport, fitness, and recreation industry knowledge

Competencies

Training and assessment conducted by Geraldton Senior
High School teachers on behalf of IVET RTO 40548

C2SR-A
$80

C2SR-B
$80

Associated costs may apply
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SIS20313 CERTIFICATE II IN SPORT AND RECREATION

Year 11 and 12

Cert i f icate  I I  Spor t
and Recreat ion  o r

F I tness
 

Post  School

Cert i f icate  I I I  Spor t  and
Recreat ion  o r  F i tness

 
Cer t i f icate  IV  Spor t  and

Recreat ion  o r  F i tness
 

 Note. An interest in this industry area is advised

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

*Course costs
are subject to
confirmation

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/technologies


Why should  I  s tudy  th is  course?
This qualification reflects the role of individuals in a variety of entry-
level Business Services job roles. This qualification also reflects the
role of individuals who have not yet entered the workforce, and are
developing the necessary skills in preparation for work.

These individuals carry out a range of basic procedural, clerical,
administrative or operational tasks that require self-management
and technology skills. They perform a range of mainly routine tasks
using limited practical skills and fundamental operational knowledge
in a defined context. Individuals in these roles generally work under
direct supervision.

Minimum Requirements:  
None

BSBWHS211      Contribute to the health and safety of self and others 
BSBSUS211       Participate in sustainable work practices 
BSBOPS201      Work effectively in business environments 
BSBPEF202      Plan and apply time management     
BSBCMM211      Apply communication skills 

In addition - 5 electives will be chosen

Training and assessment conducted by Geraldton
Senior High School teachers on behalf of IVET RTO
40548

C2WS-A
$55

C2WS-B
$55

Associated costs may apply

Post  
Schoo l
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SIS2031  CERTIFICATE II IN WORKPLACE SKILLS

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

Cert i f icate  I I  
in  Workp lace Sk i l l s

Year 11 and 12 Cert i f icate  I I I  i n  Bus iness
Bus iness Admin is t rat ion
Cer t i f icate  IV  Bus iness

Bus iness Admin is t rat ion
D ip loma Bus iness

 Bus iness Admin is t rat ion

Post  School

*Course costs
are subject to
confirmation

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/technologies


English General                        $40.00
Career and Enterprise              $30.00
Mathematics Essential            $35.00
Building and Construction        $150.00
Workplace Learning                 $100.00
White Card                               $65.00
Certificate II Engineering 
Pathways or Building and
Construction                            $130.00

delivery of units in the Certificate II (Engineering
Pathways or Building and Construction Maintenance)
instruction in wood, metal fabrication and welding
trade relevant maths
sound literacy foundations
workplace learning (one day per week and two one-
week blocks)
career guidance, resume building, job applications
and interviews.

TRADE SKILLS
The Skilling Through Enterprise Program (STEP) provides
an alternative off timetable Year 11 pathway that allows
students to either move to employment, pre-
apprenticeships or achieve the WACE by continuing their
studies into Year 12.
The curriculum includes:

safety awareness training and other occupational
safety and health certificates, e.g. White Card 
life-skills 
drug and alcohol awareness 
outdoor team building activities
work readiness activities and training with Joblink
Midwest.

In addition, students have the opportunity to complete:

ENTERPRISE FOCUS
Students actively participate in all aspects of the course. This includes; skill development, product
design, costing, fabrication/construction, marketing and invoicing of jobs. Throughout the course,
students develop their personal and team skills, compile a practical work portfolio incorporating
photographic images as a record of achievement and network into community employment agencies.

How to select STEP
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SKILLING THROUGH ENTERPRISE PROGRAM (STEP)

Term 3
Year 10 Subject Selection

Select Program (fixed
course)

Term 4
Parent and student

attend selection
interview with Mr Hann

 

Enrolled in program
 

If not successful re-
counselled into

alternative program
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How to select
Warlugurra

Walgamanyulu

Warlugurra Walgamanyulu is a phrase given to us by the Wajarri Elders and means “Young
Aboriginal Girls coming together to learn”.
The purpose of the program is to provide Year 11 and Year 12 Aboriginal girls with a culturally
appropriate academic program within a caring and supportive learning environment. 

Course Profile: 
All students are enrolled in a range of courses, providing them with the opportunity to achieve the
Western Australian Certificate of Education.  
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WARLUGURRA WALGAMANYULU

Term 3
Year 10 Subject

Selection
Select Program
(fixed course)

Couselling
Interview

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

YEAR 11
English as a language or Dialect - FOUNDATION               FEELD   $40.00
Mathematics - FOUNDATION                                            FEMAT  $35.00
Visual Art - GENERAL                                                       GEVAR   $130.00
Health, Physical and Outdoor Education - FOUNDATION   FEHPO   $75.00
TAFE Certificate                                                              TBA



The Gigaman Gawala Program is available to Year 11 and 12 students who are members of the
Geraldton Clontarf Academy. This program provides students with a combination of education and
training opportunities that will prepare them for life beyond school. 
 
The Geraldton Senior High School staff, in consultation with Clontarf Academy staff, identifies
students who are most suited to the Gigaman Gawala class.  Parents are involved in the decision to
enrol their son into this class. 

Course Profile: 
A range of learning experiences provide students with opportunities to improve literacy and
numeracy, achieve a Certificate II in Sport & Recreation, and build work readiness and career
development skills.
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GIGAMAN GAWALA

How to select
Gigaman Gawala 

Term 3
Year 10 Subject

Selection
Select Program
(fixed course)

Couselling
Interview
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                                                                                         YEAR 11                   YEAR 12

English as a language or Dialect - FOUNDATION               FEELD     $40.00     FTELD     $40.00

Mathematics - FOUNDATION                                            FEMAT   $35.00      FTMAT    $35.00

Outdoor Education                                                          GEOED    $100.00    GTOED     $100.00

Aboriginal and Intercultural Studies                                 GEAIS     $40.00     GTAIS      $40.00

Physical Education Studies                                             GEPES    $80.00     GTPES     $80.00

TAFE Certificate                                                               TBA



2 days in offsite training/work placement. e.g. Trades pathway
certificates, Early Childhood
1 day in offsite training/work placement e.g. TAFE Link

VET delivered to secondary schools(VETDSS) involves regular days away
from school. Students in these programs have a modified timetable.
Students undergo an application process in order to be selected.

TAFE programs:

DESCRIPTIONS of the following courses are found in the 2023 VETDSS Study
Guide – these will be available from the school or you can access them
online from CRTAFE. 
https://www.centralregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/school-students/vet-delivered-
secondary-students 
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VET DELIVERED TO SECONDARY STUDENTS (VETDSS)

English General 
Mathematics Essentials General  (students wishing to do math at
are higher level will need to discuss with a career counsellor during
their interview). 
Career and Enterprise General 
Workplace Learning

In a 2 day external program all students will do:

In addition, students will select 2 General courses.

VETDSS 2 - DAY PROGRAMS

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

https://www.centralregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/school-students/vet-delivered-secondary-students
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CAREER AND ENTERPRISE G2CAE
This WACE course is a compulsory part of the 2-Day VETDSS program in Year 11. Students will do 2
blocks of Career and Enterprise each week focusing on Unit 2.

The focus of this unit is entry-level work readiness. Students explore the attributes and skills
necessary for employment, identify their personal strengths and interests, and the impact these have
on career development opportunities and decisions.

Students examine the organisation of workplaces within a chosen industry area and learn about the
rights and responsibilities of employees and employers in entry-level jobs.

An audit is conducted of career competencies, knowledge, behaviours, values, attitudes, and an
autobiographical profile is developed. This profile is used, together with simple work search tools and
techniques, to commence planning career development options. A record of work, training, and
learning experiences is required for inclusion in a career portfolio.

The work search tools and techniques and career competencies used in the process of career
management are investigated. An exploration is made of workplaces, organisation, systems, and also
employment as a contractual agreement. The roles, rights, and responsibilities of individuals are
defined and assessed according to legal, ethical, and financial considerations. The unit investigates
how influences and trends impact personal career development opportunities.

G2CAE 
$30

Associated costs may apply 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences 

Investigation
Production/Performance
Response
Career portfolio

Types of Assessment 11   
30% 
30% 
20% 
20% 

Workplace Learning

Preparation for the workplace prior to placement is completed within the classroom. 
Students are placed in a workplace 1 day per week, in one-week blocks, or a combination of both. 
 Students are credited with one unit equivalent per 55 hours completed in the workplace, to a
maximum of 4 units.
Workplace Learning is an Authority developed Endorsed Program that contributes to the WACE.
Workplace Learning may only be accessed through Vocational Education courses except in special
circumstances.

Completion requirements

Workplace Learning Logbook and Workplace Learning Skills Journal

Workplace Learning is a course that students are enrolled in if they participate in a work placement as
part of their program. Workplace Learning provides the opportunity to develop skills through practical
experience in the workplace.

 
Costs: Workplace Learning (ADWPL) $100

For every 55 hours completed in the workplace, a student must complete the:

*Course costs are subject to confirmation

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/technologies
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/technologies


VETDSS 1 DAY PROGRAMS
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an English course 
a Mathematics course 
3 other General courses or 2 General and 1 internal VET
1 year courses can be completed in Year 11 or Year 12

In a 1 day external program all students will do:

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023



SUBMIT
APPLICAT ION

24TH
AUGUST

2022

VET COORDINATOR
SHORT L ISTS

SUITABLE 
CANDIDATES*

SCHOOL APPROVED
CANDIDATES COMPLETE

ONLINE TAFE
APPLICATION

under the guidance of
Ms Snell (2 Sept 2022)

APITUDE TEST
(FOR TRADES)

 TAFE
INTERVIEW

IF  NOT
SUCCESSFUL :

RE-COUNSELLED
INTO ALTERNATIVE

PROGRAM

 SUCCESSFUL :
ENROL IN
PROGRAM

 ORIENTATION
JANUARY

2023

Counsel l ing
Interv iew 
COLLECT

APPLICAT ION
FORM

Meet required criteria with regards to:
•  conduct, attendance and school performance, and
• demonstrate the required level of behaviour, attitude, and commitment appropriate to the workplace. 

All students applying for a VET program must apply for a Unique Student Unifier (USI) prior to
completing their application form. Instructions are on the following page.

VETDSS APPLICATION PROCESS
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TAFE Link/ Pre-apprenticeships in Schools

SEN IOR SCHOOL COURSES 2023

Year 10 selection SSO
indicate interest 
Select other courses

TERM 2



 creates a secure online record of your recognised training and qualifications gained in Australia,
from all training providers you undertake recognised training with
 will give you access to your training records and transcripts
 can be accessed online, anytime, and anywhere
 is free and easy to create and
 stays with you for life

The USI is a reference number made up of ten numbers and letters that:

What does my USI do?
Your USI links to an online account that contains all your training records which you have completed
from 1 January 2015 onwards.

Why does the school need your USI?
If you are going to be undertaking nationally recognized training, you need a USI in order to receive
your qualification or statement of attainment.  Any student taking a Certificate course will need to
apply for a USI. You will also need it if you are doing a short course like getting a First Aid Certificate. 

How to apply for a USI   
Creating a Unique Student Identifier (USI) will only take a few minutes and it is free. You only need to
create a USI once and it will stay with you for life. After you create your USI, you then need to give it
to each training provider you train with when you enrol.
If you already have a USI you can retrieve your USI or password on the website.

www.usi.gov.au/students
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UNIQUE STUDENT IDENTIFIER (USI)
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http://www.usi.gov.au/students


enjoy a combination of school and paid employment
make an early start on your career
graduate and receive your Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
complete the requirements of an accredited Certificate II Traineeship giving you the edge in the
employment market.

Automotive       
Business Services 
Community Services (Childcare)
Graphics Production
Information Technology
Metals and Engineering
Retail Operations 
Sport and Recreation  

 four days a week at school and
one day a week at work.
Students can elect to do a traineeship outside of school hours - for example, if you are working a
minimum of 7.5 hours at a fast-food restaurant eg Hungry Jacks you may be interested in
completing a traineeship. This still contributes to your WACE.

School-Based Traineeships (SBT) are part of the Geraldton Senior High School Vocational Education
and Training Programs.

School-Based Traineeships offer Year 11 or Year 12 students the opportunity to:

School-Based Traineeships will primarily be offered to students who select to study in Year 11. 

Traineeships may be available in a wide range of industry areas. Students have completed School
Based Traineeships in 

A student in a School-Based Traineeship spends 

The traineeship is a two-year commitment for Year 11 and Year 12.    

Students doing a School-Based Traineeship are recommended to complete approximately 400 hours
of paid work, i.e. 50 x 8-hour days.  To meet this requirement a student may need to work for some of
their holiday periods. 

Students receive a training wage for the time that they spend in the workplace.
The availability of a traineeship depends on finding an employer who is willing to host a School-Based
Trainee. 
 
Students interested in this area should speak to Ms Snell in the Pathways Office about the
application process which includes submitting a resume. Students should pick an alternative course
while they await the outcome of their application. 
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SCHOOL-BASED TRAINEESHIPS
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GERALDTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL - STUDENTS WORK
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Year 11 and 12 final projects - 2021 


